
Our Location

 

Cultivating Brave Spaces: 
Ministry, Leadership, and 

Incarnational Conversations

October 15-17, 2018
Gathering of the Ministerium

Holiday Inn and Suites North Beach 
3900 Atlantic Avenue

Virginia Beach

Gather to meet, reconnect, worship, relax, learn, sing, pray and play together while
overlooking the ocean. 

It is a good time to be the church.  It is also a challenging time to be the church.  Gospel
news impacts the world in which we live, while simultaneously the brokenness of the
world influences experience.  Join us as we gather from across the synod to discover
how we live out this reality together and how we lead faithfully in the middle of it. 

The Reverend Dr. Jill Crainshaw will facilitate dialogue helping those in leadership in the
church to engage in difficult conversations in helpful, faithful, grace filled ways.  



Our Schedule
Monday Afternoon

12:30 
1:45 
2:00 
2:30 

4:00 
4:15 
4:30 
5:30 
6:00 
7:00 
8:30

Registration + Reunion (lunch on your own) 
Covenant Renewal Litany 
Welcome and Introduction of Guests and New Leaders 
Cultivating Brave Spaces: Ministry, Leadership, & 
Incarnational Conversations 
Short Break  
Portico Benefits Services Update 
Synodical Updates  
Free Time 
Connecting with Colleagues Reception  
Dinner 
Evening Prayer 

Tuesday

7:00 
8:30 
9:45 

11:00

Breakfast on your own  
Morning Prayer with Eucharist 
Cultivating Brave Spaces: Ministry, Leadership, & 
Incarnational Conversations 
Break 



Our Schedule
Tuesday Continued

Bishop's Time 
Have Fun! Lunch on your own and free time activities 
Dinner 
Cultivating Brave Spaces: Ministry, Leadership, & 
Incarnational Conversations 
Ministry Moments 

11:15 
12:00 
6:00 
7:15 

8:30 

Wednesday 
Breakfast on your own  
Cultivating Brave Spaces: Ministry, Leadership, & 
Incarnational Conversations 
Break 
Closing Worship with Eucharist 
Have Fun, Hit the Road! 

7:00 
8:45 

10:00 
10:15 
11:30



Our Presenter
Jill Y. Crainshaw is the Blackburn Professor of Worship and Liturgy and the 

acting dean at Wake Forest University School of Divinity.  She serves as the 

director of the School's clergy leadership program, funded through the Lilly 

Endowment, and also facilitates healthy boundary training workshops for 

clergy.    

Professor Crainshaw’s teaching focuses on intersections between religious 

leadership and sustainability, social justice, and “grounded” human 

experiences. Her most recent book, When I in Awesome Wonder: Liturgy 

Distilled from Everyday Life (The Liturgical Press, September 2017), explores 

how worship's sacramental elements such as bread, wine, and water are 

connected to local fields and farmers, waters, and artisans.   

Dr. Jill Y. Crainshaw

Clergy Attire and Church Materials
Please consider donating clerical apparel, and vestments, along with church materials such as worship bulletins,

wedding and funeral bulletins, certificates etc. for use by your brothers and sisters in Christ.  We will have

designated space in the exhibit area to hang garments and display materials.

Dr. Crainshaw is a regular contributor to Patheos' Unfundamentalist Christians and The New Verse News, an 

online publisher of "politically progressive poetry on current events and topical issues."  She earned her PhD 

at Union Theological Seminary/Presbyterian School of Christian Education and is an ordained teaching elder 

in the Presbyterian Church (USA). 



Holiday Inn and Suites

This hotel is a family friendly property.  It has amenities available for adults and children.  Please 
call or check the hotel's website for those activities open during the time of our meeting, and 
what equipment is available at the hotel vs. what you may need to bring with you.  While not 
included in your registration package, breakfast (buffet or a la carte) is available at The Greenery 
Restaurant, which is adjacent to our meeting space.   

You will be responsible for making your hotel reservations by calling the Holiday Inn directly at 
757-428-1711.  There will be no online registration link this year.  To receive the negotiated 
room rate ($99 plus taxes, the approximate total of $114.00 per night), your reservation will 
need to be made by September 21; our group name is Virginia Synod, and our group code 
is VSQ.  After September 21, reservations will be based on space and rate availability.  You also 
are invited to come early or extend your stay, and the hotel will guarantee the same rate for 
adding Sunday, Wednesday, and/or Thursday nights.  Guests may check in anytime after 4:00 
PM.  Requests for early check-in can be made when you make your reservation but is not 
guaranteed.  Check out time is 11:00 AM but for Wednesday the check out time has been 
adjusted to noon.  

If you are an existing IHG member, please have your number available when making your 
reservation.    

All reservations must be accompanied by a first-night room deposit plus applicable state and local
taxes and guaranteed with a major credit card.  In the event a guest wishes to cancel a 
reservation, the deposit is refundable if notice is received 72 hours before the day of the arrival 
and a cancellation number is obtained.  Guests will not incur room charges for an early departure.

3900 Atlantic Avenue 

Virginia Beach, VA 23451 

757.428.1711

HOTEL RESERVATION PROCESS

https://www.ihg.com/rewardsclub/us/en/join/register


Free Time Activities

A Round of Golf

Enjoy a full afternoon on the golf course.
 Recently renovated Red Wing Golf Course
will host golfers of all skill levels.  The cost
for golfers is $34.00 plus tax and is payable

at the golf course.  Golfers wishing to
carpool to the course should meet in the

hotel lobby promptly at noon.  As a church
of grace, mulligans will be awarded

abundantly and generously!

Are you ready for a little friendly competition?
Sign up to play in an organized tournament

bracket with prizes or sign up to play in a just-
for-fun game of corn-hole. The tournament may
take several hours; the just-for-fun game will be

ongoing and you can stay for 30 minutes or
several hours. The tournament bracket and

sign-up sheets are posted on the display table.
No experience needed. There is no cost to
participate in this activity. Meet in the hotel
lobby at 1:30 to walk to the beach where the

corn-hole boards will be set up.  

Cornhole

Looking for an opportunity to give back while
visiting Virginia Beach? Luther Manner has

invited Virginia Synod Rostered Ministers for a
special service opportunity during the Tuesday

Free time. Lunch will be provided for all who
attend. The service opportunity will be held

inside, so rain or shine you’ll be able to help!
Please wear your God’s Work Our Hands T-

shirts to show the residents of Luther Manner
what congregations are serving them.

Service Project


