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In the ELCA we often say, “We are church together!” Therefore, I bring you greetings 
from 34,000 sisters and brothers in Christ in the Virginia Synod and another 3.5 million in the 
ELCA. This morning we are demonstrating our unity sharing this sermon, prepared by Virginia 
Synod Bishop, Bob Humphrey, for today as our Synod Assembly meets at Roanoke College. 

It’s been quite a week in our community, nation and world, hasn’t it?  
(Feel free to add news headlines, notices of deaths and births, etc from the congregation)  

  
 I realize you could add so much more. In this past week loved ones have come and left; 
dear ones have given birth and others have hovered near death. Some marriages have taken form 
while others have been tried and tested. Surgeries, test results and accidents have changed lives. 
Friendships have been formed and others have faltered. And we could on and on, couldn’t we? 

“It’s been quite a week,” indeed!The truth is every week holds hope and despair; faith and 
sinfulness; laughter and tears; hello’s and goodbyes. Every week holds life and death. And, 
whether we like it or not, our life, the world – and even the church, is always changing. 

 It is precisely into this unpredictable reality that the unchanging good news of the Gospel 
is injected and proclaimed. Most every week we recite one of the Creeds and the Lord’s Prayer; 
we hear over and over again the ancient and Holy Scriptures; we share the Holy Communion and 
are thereby linked with one another and the faithful followers of every time and every place. 

 This weekend our sisters and brothers are praying, singing and talking about the many 
ways the church can act as a bridge to carry us from where we are now to where we hope to go. 
Bridges are more than just transportation tools, they link people, offer freedom and possibility! 
  
 When life is crazy and chaotic we return to God in prayer, we gather in this place to have 
our sanity and sense of order restored. Through the Holy Word and Communion we are bridged 
to both our ancestors and those who follow. Therefore, St. Paul says, We do not loose heart, for 
what we can see is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. (2 Corinthians 4:16,18 NRSV). 

 It was “quite a week” in our gospel text too. Jesus was confronted first by a crowd so 
large he couldn’t even find time to eat; then by his own family who may have been convinced he 
was crazy; and finally, by the religious leaders who accused him of being possessed by the devil! 

 This reading from Mark’s Gospel is a wonderful example of our Lord being a master 
teacher, using different ways to help the people understand and even see things in a new way.  

First, Jesus responds with Logic. He asks, How can Satan cast out Satan? (Mk. 3:23). With 
simple logic he appeals to those who use their head to think through a situation. He asks them to 
consider – if he IS possessed, as the religious leaders accuse, and Satan (or the Devil) is in control 
– would Satan really cast out Satan? To do so would be self-destructive. Therefore, if Jesus casts 
out Satan, he must not be controlled by Satan. That stands up to reason, doesn’t it? 

Next, Jesus uses a parable – for those who learn best when they can construct a scene or 
draw a picture. Our Lord compares himself to someone who enters the home of a very powerful 



owner. The only way to succeed is to first subdue the powerful one. Once bound, the intruder is 
free to plunder the house!  

Jesus paints a picture of himself as the who has tied up the Devil and is now free to 
plunder the Devil’s house (that is, the world and religious establishment, in which all people are 
so deeply selfish and sinful). Jesus has come, tied up Satan and is now offering himself for the 
sake of the world; ransacking Satan’s home and rebuilding with God’s kingdom!(Mark 3: 24-27). 

Finally, the Teacher leads his students, (which includes all of us!), into a whole new 
paradigm – that is to say, a completely new way to think about or see something.  

Jesus says, Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother. (Mk. 3:35). At 
first, it seems he is rejecting his own biological and adopted family, who have been asking about 
him. But, this is not the case. Instead, Jesus wants them (and us) to understand their relationship 
to each other as faithful followers in the same way they understand their commitment to love and 
care for their biological or adopted family.  

That would have been a challenge to the people in Jesus’ day. It is in our day too. How 
many of us fully embrace the followers of Jesus in the same way we love our own “flesh and 
blood?” Have you heard the saying, “Blood is thicker than water!” It is used to explain why we 
will choose our family over other people or things. Sadly, we often choose to reject others over 
far more cosmetic, political, human or social differences. 

But, when we share Holy Communion, we share the body and blood, or the real presence 
of Jesus, right? That is indeed what we teach and believe. Therefore, all who share in this Holy 
Communion also share the same body and blood. We really ARE brothers and sisters in Christ!  

Christ, through this world-wide community of Christians we call the church, is our bridge 
to God, to one another and to the world! Everyone in this congregation; all who are attending the 
Virginia Synod Assembly, all members of the 147 other congregations in our synod; all in the 
ELCA, and all others around the globe who do the will of God are our family. Through Jesus 
Christ our Saviour and cornerstone, we really are “Church Together!” We cannot do this on our 
own. To echo our Assembly theme, Only by Grace Can We Stand! 

Jesus is constantly challenging us to see God, ourselves and each other in wonderful, 
forgiving and life-giving new ways! Through direct contact with so many who were rejected or 
even hated among the religious elite, Jesus expanded this eye-opening concept to include all 
human beings and pointed to God’s intention to heal all relationships and the creation itself!  

 Since Adam and Eve, life in “paradise” has been tainted and twisted by tall-tales and 
tragedy. The only thing that has remained constant is our loving, long-suffering God who keeps 
forgiving our sins, picking us up, dusting us off, correcting our vision and sending us forth to be 
faithful servants. It is the circle of life, faith and worship. And, through it all, the bridge of Christ 
and God’s church is what binds us together and carries us into the hope of a bright new day.  

It’s been “quite a week,” both good and bad. But, by God’s grace, every one of us has what we 
need for the journey together. So, “Go in Peace!” And, “Serve the Lord!” Thanks be to God!  
  

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen! 
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