Activity: Cut out hearts from construction paper or card stock. Write “I’m glad you are my
neighbor. You are loved!” on them. You can give these to your church family or, with the help
of an adult, take them to the neighbors in your neighborhood, or even hand out to strangers at
the store.
Discussion: Who is your neighbor? Neighbors are not just those who live near us, but all of
God’s children are our neighbors. We are called to love everyone. What about the people we
don’t particularly like? Are we to supposed to love them too? What could that look like?
Family Table Prayer for July:
Fireworks and fireflies
Picnics and the sun
Thank you, God for Summer days,
And for your Children, each and every one!
July Memory Verse: Ephesians 4:32 Be kind and compassionate to one another and forgive
each other just as in Christ, God has forgiven you.

"Which of these three do you think was a neighbor
to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?"
Luke 10:36
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5th Sunday After Pentecost
Perhaps you have heard of Fred Rogers. He is better known as "Mr. Rogers" and he once had a television
show called "Mr. Rogers' Neighborhood." Every show began the same way. Mr. Rogers would enter his
home, take off his jacket and shoes, and put on a sweater and comfortable tennis shoes while singing his
theme song "Won't You Be My Neighbor." The song started out like this... (if possible, sing it)
It's a beautiful day in this neighborhood
A beautiful day for a neighbor
Would you be mine
Could you be mine
Won't you be my neighbor
Won't you please, won't you please
Please won't you be my neighbor
When Mr. Rogers died several years ago, he had millions of "neighbors" all over the world and, although
he was quite famous, he never thought of himself as a TV star. He said, "I always thought I was a
neighbor who just came in for a visit." Mr. Rogers knew what it meant to be a good neighbor.
One day, a lawyer asked Jesus what he had to do to have eternal life. When Jesus asked him what God's
law said, the lawyer answered, "Love the Lord your God with all your heart and love your neighbor as
yourself." Jesus answered, "You are right. Do this and you will live." But the man wanted to make
himself look good, so he asked Jesus another question. "Who is my neighbor?" he asked.
To answer this question, Jesus told a story about a man who was traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho
when he was attacked by robbers. They beat him, took his money, stripped him of his clothes, and left
him beside the road to die.
A priest came by and when he saw the man, he crossed over to the other side of the road and continued
on his way.
A little while later, a Levite who worked in the temple came along. He also saw the man lying there and
passed by on the other side of the road.

Finally, a man from Samaria came along, and when he saw the man, he stopped to help him. He put
medicine on his wounds and wrapped them with bandages. That isn't all. He took the man to an inn and
took care of him. The next day, he gave the innkeeper some money and told him to take care of the
man. "Give him anything he needs. If it costs more than I have given you, I will pay you the next time I
am here."
Then Jesus asked, "Which of these three men was a neighbor to the man who was attacked by the
robbers."
The lawyer answered, "The one who helped him."
"You are right," said Jesus, "now you go and do the same."
The world is full of people today who really need of a neighbor. "Won't you be my neighbor?" they ask.
Just as the good Samaritan in the story helped the one in need, Jesus says to you and me, "Go and do
the same."
Loving God, Jesus taught us to love our neighbor. Help us to be a good neighbor to everyone we meet by
sharing your love with the whole world. Amen.

